
 
 

February 2, 2012 
 
MEMORANDUM #008-12HR 
 
 
TO:                  Agency Administrators 
 
FROM:           Andy Snuggs, Senior Human Resources Coordinator 
 
VIA:                Rip Colvin, Executive Director 
 
RE:                 Executive Order 12-03 - Extension of Eligibility Period for Unemployment Extended 
Benefits through March 10, 2012 
 
In 2009, the Legislature enacted a temporary Extended Benefits (EB) Program for unemployed 
individuals in order to qualify for Federal funds. Under this program, the Federal government pays 
100 percent of temporary EB to former private sector employees.  Due to Florida’s high 
unemployment rate, temporary Extended Benefits are available for the maximum of 20 weeks as 
provided by Federal law. The Federal funds are paid from a separate Federal account and do not 
affect the balance of Florida’s UC Trust Fund.  
 
Florida’s temporary EB program was effective between February 1, 2009, and January 4, 2012. 
 However, on December 23, 2011, Congress enacted the Temporary Payroll Tax Cut Continuation 
Act of 2011 (the 2011 Tax Act), which extended the program to March 7, 2012.  Based on this 
extension, EB are fully funded by the Federal government through Saturday, March 10th, the last day 
in the benefit week. Governor Scott implemented the extension by executive order on January 6, 
2012. 
 
Temporary EB for former state and local employees do not qualify for Federal funding. Benefits for 
former state and local employees must be paid by the applicable governmental entity. In order to 
participate in Federal sharing, the temporary EB program must encompass unemployed individuals 
from both the private and public sectors. The Department of Economic Development estimate for total 
temporary EB payments is $59 million. 
 
What this means for the circuits/agencies is that you will continue to see former employees, who 
claimed EB, on the Unemployment Compensation Quarterly Invoice for the foreseeable future. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Andy Snuggs at SnuggsA@justiceadmin.org.  
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